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The Battle of Armageddon

This battle is the final battle of the Tribulation. With the earth ravaged on account of the plagues of the past seven years, the remaining nations of the world will rebel against the authority of the Beast.  This battle will involve all nations marching on Jerusalem.  As the battle is set in array Christ will come to Jerusalem causing the nations of the world to turn their aggression towards the Lord Himself.  This is the second great battle of the Tribulation.  Some confuse the Battle of Armageddon with the Battle of Gog and Magog, which took place 3 ½ years earlier.  A contrast between these two battles can be seen from the following observations: 

(1) In the battle of Gog specific nations are mentioned, while in Armageddon all nations are engaged (Joel 3:2).  

(2) Gog is overthrown by convulsions of nature (Ezekiel 38:22), but the armies at Armageddon are destroyed by Christ Himself (2 Thessalonians 2:8). 

A vivid description of the destruction which takes place at this battle is seen in Zechariah 14:12.  

The Second Coming of Christ

Revelation 19:11-21 describes the greatest event of human history.  Several distinctions can be seen between the Second Coming and the Rapture of believers, which took place seven years earlier: 

(1) At the Rapture Christ meets believers in the air (John 14:2-3; 1 Thessalonians 4:17) and then takes them to heaven.  At the Second Coming, Christ comes to the earth to reign from Jerusalem (Zechariah 14:4,9).  

(2) The Rapture is imminent, while the Second Coming is preceded by a multitude of signs.  

(3) At the Rapture the unsaved are unaffected, while at the Second Coming all the unsaved of the world are judged (Matthew 25:31-46). 

(4) The Rapture delivers believers from wrath (1 Thessalonians 1:10), while the Second Coming follows seven years of wrath.  

