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The Beast of the Tribulation

The Beast of the Tribulation is also known as the Man of Sin (2 Thessalonians 2:3).  The Scriptures give many details concerning the activities of the Beast:

1. He will appear during the “latter times” of Israel’s history (Daniel 8:23).  

2. He will not appear until the Day of Christ - the beginning of the Tribulation (2 Thessalonians 2:2-3). 

3. His manifestation is being hindered by the Restrainer (2 Thessalonians 2:6-8). 

4. This appearance will be preceded by a departure (2 Thessalonians 2:3).  This “departure” may be a reference to the apostasy of professing Christianity or the rapture of believers (2 Thessalonians 2:1).   

5. He will be extremely intelligent (Daniel 8:23).  

6. He is a Gentile (Daniel 9:26)  since he arises from the sea (Revelation 13:1).  In the Book of Revelation the sea depicts the Gentile nations (Revelation 17:15). 

7. Daniel 11:37 gives some indication that he may be a homosexual.  Also this verse describes him as not regarding the “God of his fathers”.  Some interpret this passage as teaching that the Beast will be Jewish.  However, in light of Daniel 9:26, this passage may be indicating that he will be of a Christian heritage.  

8. He rises from the Roman empires, since he is a ruler of the people who destroyed Jerusalem (Daniel 9:26). 

9. He is seen changing laws and customs (Daniel 7:25).

10. He is energized by Satan (Revelation 13:4).

11. His rise to power comes through his peace program (Daniel 8:25).

12. He makes a seven year covenant with Israel (Daniel 9:27), which is broken after three and a half years.

13. His influence is world wide, for he rules over all nations (Revelation 13:8).  This influence comes through the alliance which he makes with other nations (Revelation 17:12-13).   He comes to full power during the middle of the Tribulation (Revelation 13:5). 

14. An alliance of Nations will contest his power (Daniel 11:40, 42).  After this rebellion is put down he will set up his throne in Jerusalem (Daniel 11:45).
15. He introduces idolatrous worship (Daniel 9:27) in which he sets himself up as god (Daniel 11:36; 2 Thessalonians 2:4).

16. His claim to power and to deity is proved by signs wrought through satanic power (2 Thessalonians 2:9).
17. He is received as God and as a ruler because of the blindness of the people (2 Thessalonians 2:11).

18. In his rise to power he partners with the harlot, the corrupt religious system, which consequently seeks to control him (Revelation 17:3).  When the Beast comes to full power he will destroy the harlot (Revelation 17:16).   

19. His rule will be terminated by a direct judgment from God (2 Thessalonians 2:8; Revelation 19:19-20). 

