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The 7th Seal

Revelation chapter eight (verses 1-5) begins with the opening of the 7th Seal.  Accompanying and earthquake this seal judgement is said to contain the sounding of seven trumpets which are described as follows:

The 1st Trumpet

 Revelation 8:7 describes the destruction of 1/3rd of all the earth’s trees as well as the destruction of all the grass of the earth.  While we are not told of the human loss of life resulting on account of this judgement the resulting death must be tremendous.  

The 2nd Trumpet
In Revelation 8:8-9 we see the description of a large object, possibly a meteor, plunging into the ocean.  1/3rd of all the ships in the world will be destroyed by the resulting tidal wave.  This tidal wave will certainly be greater than any we have seen in our day.  Reminiscent of Exodus 7:20 1/3rd of all the ocean waters will be turned to blood resulting in the death of 1/3rd of the world’s sea life.  

The 3rd Trumpet

Revelation 8:10-11 describes the possible explosion of a toxic meteor in the atmosphere resulting in the contamination of 1/3rd of the earth’s drinking water.  A great loss of human life will result from this judgement.  

The 4th Trumpet
Revelation 8:12-13 describes an eight-hour eclipse, which will darken by 1/3rd the light produced by the sun and stars.  It is likely that this “eclipse” will be reoccurring every 24-hour day/night period.    Such an eclipse, accompanied by the massive loss of electric power, would produce an extreme measure of darkness. 

The 5th Trumpet
An examination of Revelation 9:1-13 yields the following information:

1. The 5th, 6th, and 7th, trumpets are distinguished from the preceding judgements as uniquely horrific and terrible (Revelation 8:13).  

2. The “star” seen falling to earth is likely a reference to Satan himself.  A departure from a literal “star” is necessitated by the fact that the “star” is given keys and seen acting with volition (Revelation 9:1-2).  This passage apparently indicates that Satan is now confined to the earth.  

3. The text describes demonic beings being released from the bottomless pit in order to bring judgment upon mankind.  They are likened to locusts with the power to sting men as a scorpion for the duration of five months (Revelation 9:5-6).  A description of them is seen in Revelation 9:7-10.  

4. The demons involved here have been confined in the bottomless pit up until this judgement.  They may be the demons described in Genesis Chapter Six (see Genesis 6:1-2, 4; Jude 6)

The 6th Trumpet
Revelation 9:13-19 describes another outpouring of demonic activity, which will result in the death of 1/3rd of all humanity living at that time.  Having been subjected to unimaginable judgments the unsaved population of the world will persist in their rebellion against God (Revelation 9:20-21).  

