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The Battle of Gog and Magog

After great devastation has been poured out upon the earth for 3 ½ years, a federation of nations will rise up to contest the authority of the Revived Roman Empire (Ezekiel 38:15-39:2; Daniel 11:40).  These nations are described as the King of the North, the King of the South, and “many people with thee” (Ezekiel 38:6).  

The Identity of the Northern Confederacy

The principal passage describing this confederacy is found in Ezekiel 38:2-6.  Chapter 38 verse 2 describes Gog as the leader of the “land of Magog” where he is said to be the “chief prince of Meshech and Tubal”. 

Magog was the second son of Japheth (Genesis 10:2).  Magog’s descendents would eventually inhabit was the area between the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea.  The Land of Magog corresponds to modern-day Russia. “Meshech” is identified as Moscow, the capital of modern day Russia.  “Tubal” is identified as Tobolsk, the earliest provence in Asiatic Russia.  Meshech (Moscow), then, identifies Russia in Europe, and Tubal (Tobolsk) identifies Russia in Asia.  

It is predicted that allied with Magog there would be “many peoples with thee” (Ezekiel 38:15).  The first nation federated with Russia will be “Persia” (Exekiel 38:5).  This is a reference to the land now known as Iran.  The second and third allies are “Ethiopia” and “Libya”.  The specific modern-day nations being referred to here is difficult to ascertain.  These nations likely do not refer certain nations in North Africa. 

“Gomer” is also mentioned as an ally of Russia (Ezekiel 38:6).  Mentioned as the first son of Japheth in Genesis 10:2, Gomer’s descendents migrated to the land now known as Germany.  The fifth ally of Russia is said to be “the house of Togarmah”.  Togarmah refers to modern day Turkey.  

The Identity of the King of the South

According to Daniel 11:40 the “king of the south” will join Russia and her allies to contest the authority of the Beast.  The “king of the south” references modern day Egypt.  It is likely that Libya and Ethiopia as nations south of Israel will accompany Egypt as the attempt is made to destroy Israel.  

In summery the events of this great battle will be as follows: 

1. Russia is seen to make alliances with Iran, various North African nations, Germany, and Turkey comprising a northern confederacy of nations (Ezekiel 38:2,5,6).  

2. The northern confederation of nations seeks to attack Israel from the north as Egypt and various North African nations attack from the south (Daniel 11:40).  This aggression toward Palestine will come as Israel dwells in “unwalled villages” due to the disarmament treaty signed with the Beast 3 ½ years earlier (Ezekiel 38:11).

3. The invading armies will be supernaturally destroyed by God upon the “mountains of Israel” (Ezekiel 38:21-22; 39:4).  

4. Only 1/6th (16.5 %) of the invading armies will survive this judgment from God (Ezekiel 39:2).  

5. Following this battle the Beast breaks his covenant with Israel as he moves the bulk of his armies and headquarters to Jerusalem (Daniel 9:27; 11:45).  

Additional Events taking place 3 ½ years into the Tribulation

The following events will also occur in conjunction with the Beast’s now uncontested power: 

a) The Two Witnesses will be killed by the Beast (Revelation 11:17).  

b) The Harlot Church, which during the first 3 ½ years of the Tribulation was seen controlling the Revived Roman Empire, is now destroyed by the Beast (Revelation 17:16).  

c) 144,000 Jewish men will be saved and supernaturally protected throughout the remaining years of the Tribulation (Revelation 7:1-8; 14:4).  There are said to be 12,000 from the tribes of Israel.  While many Jewish believers will die by the sword and martyrdom during the Tribulation these 144,000 Israelites will be sealed and protected.  The purpose of this sealing may be to give them liberty to proclaim Christ as opposed to being silenced through persecution.

