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The 1st Seal

In Revelation 6:2 the first seal is opened by the Lord Jesus Christ.  The following observations are made: 

1. The rider on the white horse is the “prince that shall come” of Daniel 9:26 who will come to power during the beginning of the Tribulation.  

2. The verse states that the only weaponry the rider is equipped with is a bow.  The lack of arrows may indicate the fact that the Beast will conquer through his peace program.  It is interesting to note that the same paradox of Daniel 8:25 (being destroyed by peace) is seen here as the arrowless rider goes forth “conquering and to conquer”.  

The 2nd Seal

A dramatic change is introduced by the red horse as Revelation 6:4 describes a world at war.  The universal extent of this war is seen in the two phrases; “to take peace from the earth…and there was given unto him a great sword”.  

The 3rd Seal

As this future world war rages Revelation 6:5-6 describe the terrible famine which will follow.  The “penny” mentioned equals a days wages (Matthew 20:2).  The text is basically saying that men will work all day in the hopes of affording enough bread for one meal.  As the war is universal in its scope so the famine which results will effect all the nations.  

The 4th Seal

As the war produces famine so the famine will result in the death of multitudes (Revelation 6:8).  By the phrase a “fourth part of the earth” we understand that a full 25% of humanity will die during this fourth seal.   With a current world population of 6 ½ billion this mass slaughter of humanity, if it occurred today, would involve one billion six hundred million people (1,601,188,017).  This would exceed the destruction of the total populations of North America, Central America, South America, and Europe.   According to this passage much of the earth’s population are said to be killed by war, famine, and by the “beasts of the earth”.  This latter phrase refers to the mass slaughter of people by animals.  

The 5th Seal

The fifth seal describes the martyrdom of believers (Revelation 6:11).  This passage makes it clear that individuals who get saved during the Tribulation will face tremendous persecution.  

The 6th Seal

Revelation 6:12-17 describe the horrific judgement which will befall the world half way through the Tribulation.  As difficult as it is to imagine it is best to understand this passage literally.  

