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The Harlot Church

In Revelation chapter 17, we have the description of a universal church that will be formed in the latter days.  We are not told when this apostate spiritual entity will appear, however, the book of Revelation does indicate that this “church” will be present during the early days of the Tribulation.  The following observations about the Harlot Church are clearly seen:

1. According to verse 1 this religious entity is described in terms suggesting spiritual adultery.   This indicates that the Harlot Church will be an apostate expression of the true worship of God (Christian or Jewish).  

2. The phrase “sitteth upon many waters” indicates the universal (world wide) influence of this church (see also verse 15).   

3. According to verse 2 the Harlot Church will be closely associated with the governments of the day.  The Harlot Church will be a state sponsored religion.  The reference in verse 3 to the “woman” riding the beast indicates the control and influence it will have over the government.  

4. Verse 4 describes this church as having great wealth.  

5. Verse 6 describes the persecution, which the Harlot Church will pour out upon true believers.  

6. According to verse 16 the government of the Beast will destroy the Harlot Church.  This will occur half way through the Tribulation as the Beast rises to world power and directs worship towards himself (Revelation 13:4-5).  

Political Power of the Beast

Just prior to the beginning of the Tribulation the Beast will have power enough to ratify a treaty with Israel (Daniel 9:27).  The Beast himself will be part of the ten federation of Kings which make up the revived Roman empire.  While the Beast’s power will have world influence during the first 3 ½ years of the Tribulation it will not be until the last 3 ½ years that the Beast’s political power will be universal.  

