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The Ministry of the Two Witnesses

Revelation 11:3-13 describes the ministry of two witnesses who will appear after the beginning of the Tribulation.  They are equipped with miraculous power (vrs. 6), and will be killed by the Beast 3 ½ years into the Tribulation (vrs. 7).  Verses 8, 9 give interesting insight into the technology of this future time period.  In these verses it not only states that many “kindreds and tongues and nations” shall see them [a possible reference to video technology] but it also states that news of their death will travel fast enough so that within the span of 3 ½ days the peoples of the world have both been informed of their death and enacted a custom of giving gifts in order to celebrate.  Such quick movement of information has only been possible within recent years.  

There are many theories as to the identity of the two witnesses.  The most probable is that they are Elijah and Enoch.  

Evidences that Elijah will be one of the witnesses are suggested as follows: 

a) It is predicted in Malachi 3:1-3; 4:5-6 that Elijah would come before the Second Advent to prepare the way for the Messiah.

b) Elijah did not experience physical death (2 Kings 2:9-11) and thus could return and experience death as the witnesses do.

c) The witnesses have the same sign as was given to Elijah in regard to the rain (1 Kings 17:1; Revelation 11:6).

d) The period of drought in Elijah’s day (James 5:17) was of the same duration as the time of the ministry of the two witnesses (Revelation 11:3).  

Evidences that Enoch will be one of the witnesses are suggested as follows: 

a) Enoch was translated without seeing death (Genesis 5:24).

b) It appears that both Elijah and Enoch have yet to receive immortal resurrected bodies in light of 1 Timothy 6:16 (see 1 Corinthians 15:53).

c) In Revelation 11:4 the word “standing” suggests that they were already there in John’s day, and must be two people who have already been translated.  Thus, is can be seen that only Elijah and Enoch could meet this requirement.  

The Conversion of the 144,000

Likely as a result of the witness’s ministry 144,000 Jewish men will be saved and supernaturally protected throughout the Tribulation (Revelation 7:1-8; 14:4).  There are said to be 12,000 from the tribes of Israel.  While many Jewish believers will die by the sword and martyrdom during the Tribulation these 144,000 Israelites will be sealed and protected.  The purpose of this sealing may be to give them liberty to proclaim Christ as opposed to being silenced through persecution. 

