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The Beginning of the Tribulation

1. The Rapture of Believers.

The rapture of believers will be the next event to occur on God’s prophetic calendar.  The “blessed hope” of the church (Titus 2:13) is imminent (1 Thessalonians 1:10), will be completed immediately, and will involve all saved people living at that time (1 Corinthians 15:52).  

An important question for our consideration involves the relationship of individuals to the rapture who at that time have never possessed the physical capacity to trust Christ as their Savior (i.e. infants, mentally handicapped individuals).  Will these individuals be raptured?  What about babies in the womb?  The answers to these questions are important as they involve consideration of what the Bible teaches about the state of aborted babies, miscarriages, or the death of any young child.  

The following Scriptures speak to this issue:  

a) 2 Samuel 12:21-24   “…I shall go to him…”
b) Ezekiel 16:21   “…my children…”
c) Romans 7:9  “…sin revived…”
d) Deuteronomy 1:39   “no knowledge between good and evil”
e) Mark 10:13-16   “Whosoever shall not receive…as a little child”
f) Ezekiel 14:14    “though these three men…”
g) Genesis 19:22  “I cannot do anything till thou…”
2. The Beginning of the Tribulation.

The Tribulation will begin with the signing of a seven year covenant between the Beast and the nation of Israel (Daniel 9:27). 

3. The Fate of those Left Behind

Every Christian, understanding the truth of the rapture, is concerned about the salvation of individuals who will be left behind.  The Scriptures are clear that during the seven years of tribulation there will be a multitude of people saved (Revelation 7:9, 14).  However, the Bible speaks of another group of people who appear to have no possibility of salvation (Revelation 14:11).  While the former verse speaks of those who receive the “mark of the beast”,  2 Thessalonians 2:11-12 addresses this subject in the context of God sending blindness to a certain group of people.  Such “judicial blindness” is also seen in Hebrews 6:4-8.  

Important observations concerning this passage:

a) This passage is speaking about individuals who come to a point where they can never be saved (Hebrews 6:4,6).

b) The recipients of this book where Jews who had, by virtue of their position in the nation of Israel, an intimate understanding and exposure to the true worship of God.  

c) As Paul sets forth his warning to these Jews of the danger of rejecting Christ he lists a number of unique benefits they had by virtue of their Jewish heritage:

i. “once enlightened” – These individuals came to an understanding “an awareness” of the truths of the Old Testament and their fulfillment in Christ.  The use of the word “once” here indicates the complete understanding they had of who Christ was.  There was no further “enlightenment” needed.   

ii. “tasted of the heavenly gift” – Paul uses the word “tasted” to make the point that their understanding of salvation was so clear it was as if they had placed food in their mouths and experienced the richness of it’s flavor.  But tasting is not receiving (see Matthew 27:34)!

iii. “partakers of the Holy Ghost” – This references their intimate exposure to the working of the Holy Spirit through the offerings, sacrifices, temple worship, and holy day observances.  

iv. “tasted of the good word of God…and the powers of the world to come”  – They understood the teachings of the Word of God and it’s promise of heaven so well they could have told you what it tasted like.  This is similar to pumping gas enough that you can taste the fumes in your mouth.  While many have had that experience few have ever actually swallowed it.  

d) In Hebrews 6:7-8 Paul uses an illustration to give further explanation of the teaching of this passage.   Here this special revelation from God is likened to the rain that falls on a field.  Many Jews received this revelation and it led them to faith in Christ.  They are likened to profitable “herbs”.  But when rain falls upon a field not all the ground produced profitable vegetation.  Some portions of the field will produce thorns and briars.   The same rain falls over the entire field.  The fruit of what springs up will vary depending upon what it falls upon.  Those who do not receive the Word of God evidence themselves to be “thorns and briars”.  

Therefore, the point of this passage is to address the acceptance or rejection of the Word of God.  It is important to note that “herbs” do not ever become “thorns”.  The people spoken of here never knew Christ as their Savior.  Due to their rejection of truth God choose to no longer allow them the opportunity of such “enlightenment”.  It is then understood that God is offering salvation to all men.  But God will not necessarily offer salvation to all men all the time.  In this chapter Paul give a serious warning to those who would reject and spurn the Gospel of the living God.  

