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The False Prophet

In close association with the Beast another individual known as the “False Prophet” (Revelation 19:20; 20:10) is described in the book of Revelation.  Also called “the second beast” Revelation 13:11-17 gives the following description of him: 

1. This individual is evidently a Jew, since he arises out of the earth, or land, that is Palestine (Revelation 13:11). 

2. He is motivated by Satan as the first beast is (Revelation 13:11). 

3. He promotes and compels the worship of the first beast as God (Revelation 13:12). 

4. His ministry is authenticated by signs and miracles (Revelation 13:13-14).  The reference to his calling “fire down from heaven” may indicate his desire to be seen as Elijah that was to come (Malachi 4:5).  

5. He is successful in deceiving the unbelieving world (Revelation 13:14).

6. He compels men to worship an image of the beast.  And has power to kill those who refuse (Revelation 13:14,15). 

7. He has authority over the commerce of the world (Revelation 13:16,17). 

8. He takes charge to see that all men receive the mark of the beast (Revelation 13:18). 

Here in the book of Revelation we are presented with a Satanic trinity: The Dragon, the Beast, and the False Prophet.  That place occupied by the Father in His program is assumed by Satan, that place of Christ is assumed by the first Beast, and that ministry of the Holy Spirit is discharged by the False Prophet as one who directs men to worship the Beast.    

