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The Events for the Church Following

The Rapture

Part 1

The Judgement Seat of Christ

(2 Corinthians 5:10, Romans 14:10, 1 Corinthians 3:11-15)

A. The Nature of the Judgement Seat of Christ.  The Greek word used for the word “judgement” here is the word “bema”.  In the ancient Grecian games the umpire of the arena would sit atop a raised platform.  From here he rewarded all the victors of the games.  This was called the “bema” or “reward seat”.  This word was never used of a judicial bench.  Therefore, the Judgment Seat of Christ will be a time of reward for the believer as opposed to justice and judgment (see 1 Corinthians 4:5).  

B. The Time of the Judgment Seat of Christ.  This event takes place immediately following the rapture of believers.  There are several considerations that support this: 

(1) According to Luke 14:14 reward is associated with the resurrection.  Since, according to 1 Thessalonians 4:16, the resurrection is an integral part of the rapture, reward must be part of that program.  

(2) When the Lord returns to the earth with His bride to reign, the bride is seen to be already rewarded (Revelation 19:8).  It is observed that the “righteousness of the saints” is plural and likely refers to the righteous acts of the believers, which have been the basis of reward.  

(3) In 1 Corinthians 4:5, 2 Timothy 4:8, and Revelation 22:12 the giving of rewards is associated with the rapture of believers.  

C. The Place of the Judgement Seat of Christ. 1 Thessalonians 4:17 tells us we shall “meet the Lord in the air”.  Therefore the Judgement Seat of Christ will take place in the sphere of the heavenlies.  

D. The Judge at the Judgement Seat of Christ.  2 Corinthians 5:10 makes it clear that this examination is conducted before the presence of the Son of God.  John 5:22 states that all judgement has been committed into the hand of the Son.  

E. The Subjects of the Judgment Seat of Christ.  There can be little doubt that the Judgment Seat of Christ is concerned only with believers.  The context of 2 Corinthians 5:1-10 makes this clear.  

F. The Basis of the Judgement Seat of Christ.  It is to be observed carefully that the issue here is not to determine whether the one judged is a believer or not.  The question of salvation is not being considered.  The salvation given to the believer has perfectly delivered him from all judgement (Romans 8:1).  To bring the believer into judgement concerning the sin question is to violate God’s promise in Hebrews 10:17, “their sins and iniquities will I remember no more”.  

The judgment in question refers to the evaluation of the believers works, “things done in his body” (2 Corinthians 5:10).  In this passage Paul makes reference to “bad” works.  This word carries with it the idea of that which is “worthless, good for nothing, unprofitable” or that, which has been done in our own strength.  1 Corinthians 3:13-15 speaks of this judgment as a fire revealing that which remain after close examination of the work.  The loss mentioned is not punishment but the loss of reward.  While many believers may have much of their “works” revealed as “good for nothing” we all can lay hold of the promise, “every man shall have praise of God” (1 Corinthians 4:5).  

In revelation 4:10 we are told that we will glorify Christ by casting our rewards at His feet.  This action accents the fact that any reward we receive was only made possible by Christ’s power working in us and through us.  

