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The Twenty-Four Elders

In Revelation 4:4 John is given a vision of twenty-four elders who are seated on thrones, clothed in white raiment, crowned with golden crowns, and in heaven in the presence of God.  These twenty-four elders are a representation of the raptured church in heaven. In Revelation 4 and 5 the following descriptions of these twenty-four elders are given:

1. The elders describe themselves as having been redeemed (saved), Therefore they are not angels.  5:9

2. The elders claim to be of many ethnicities.  Therefore they are not Israel.  5:9

3. The elders have been made “kings and priests”.  The church has been promised to reign with Christ (2 Timothy 2:12).  Believers have the position of being priests (1 Peter 2:9).  5:10

4. The elders are “clothed with white raiment”. The promise of such clothing, as it represents righteousness, have been given to the church (Revelation 3:5).  

5. The elders are enthroned round about Christ’s throne.  To the church and to the church only of all groups of the redeemed is co-enthronement promised (Revelation 3:21).

6. The elders are seen wearing victors crowns.  There are two kinds of crowns seen in the book of Revelation, involving two Greek words.  One is the crown of a king or a ruler (Gr. diadem), which is a crown of governmental authority.  The other is the crown of a victor (Gr. stephanos), such as was awarded in the Greek games when a person won a race or some contest.  The crown the elders have been given is the one given to those who have been victorious.  Having already gone through the Judgment Seat of Christ the church in this passage is seen rewarded with their promised crowns.  

Crowns promised to believers during the church age: 

a) A crown for those who look for Christ’s appearing (2 Timothy 4:8).

b) A crown for those who endure temptation (James 1:12). 

c) A crown for faithful pastors (1 Peter 5:4). 

7. The fact that there are twenty-four elders points to their representation of the church.  John Walvoord summarizes this point by stating:

The fact that they are a representative group, however, seems to be clear from the parallel of the Old Testament where the priesthood was represented by twenty-four orders of priests.  There where actually thousands of priests in Israel’s day of ascendancy under David and Solomon, but they all could not minister at the same time.  Accordingly, they were divided into twenty-four orders, each of which was represented by a priest.  When these priests met together, even though there were only twenty-four, they represented the whole priesthood and at the same time the whole nation of Israel.  In a similar way the twenty-four elders mentioned in the book of Revelation may be regarded as a representative body.  

The Nature of the Tribulation

The seven year Tribulation period is described throughout the Bible as a time of God’s judgment and wrath (Revelation 6:16-17; 16:1; Zephaniah 1:14-18; Isaiah 24:20-21).  The church has specifically been promised deliverance from wrath (1 Thessalonians 1:10; 5:9; Revelation 3:10; see also Romans 8:1).  While many individuals will come to a personal relationship with Christ during the Tribulation there is a principle found throughout the Bible of God removing His people prior to the outpouring of Judgment (see Genesis 19:22).  

