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The Imminence of the Rapture

Many signs were given to the nation of Israel, which would precede the Second Coming of Christ.  The nation was commanded to be looking for these signs as they awaited the coming of the King of Israel.  To the church no such signs were ever given.  The church was told to live in the light of the imminent coming of the Lord to translate them into His presence.  This is seen in the following passages:

· John 14:2-3

· Acts 1:11

· 1 Corinthians 15:51-52

· Colossians 3:4

· 1 Timothy 6:14

Specific passages admonishing the believer to be expecting the Rapture:

· 1 Thessalonians 1:10

· Philippians 3:20

· James 5:8

· 2 Peter 3:3-4

The Work of the Restrainer in 2 Thessalonians 2

The Thessalonian believers were going through a time a great persecution (1:4).  In addition to their hardship certain false teachers were “troubling” them by teaching that the Rapture had already taken place (2:2).   The Apostle Paul seeks to correct their error by pointing out in verse 3 that the day of the Lord could not begin until there was a “falling away” and the manifestation of the Antichrist (2:3).  However, in verses 6 and 7 we are told that the Antichrist is being prevented from appearing due to the work of a “restrainer”. 

The Identity of the Restrainer

By mere elimination of other possibilities it is best to view the restrainer as the Holy Spirit.  Some reasons for this view can be seen in the following:

1. The work of Antichrist will be in both the physical and spiritual realm.  While earthly institutions such as human government could restrain the physical work of the Antichrist only the Holy Spirit has the ability to restrain both the physical and spiritual operations.  

2. To adequately restrain the Antichrist the restrainer must be more powerful than Satan who gives him his power.  

3. The preparations for the Antichrist’s appearing were already taking place in Paul’s day (“For the mystery of iniquity doth already work” vrs. 7).  Therefore, the restrainer could not be limited by time.   As God, the Holy Spirit is not affected by time.  
4. In this particular age the Holy Spirit has a unique ministry of convicting the world of sin (John 16:8).  It would seem likely that the Holy Spirit’s ministry in this current age also includes the retraining of the Antichrist.  
The Implications of Identifying the Holy Spirit as the Restrainer

The Holy Spirit’s work in this current age is to permanently indwell and seal believers (Ephesians 1:13).  Christ said that the Holy Spirit would be “with” us and “in” us forever (John 14:16-17).  Due to the use of the words “with”, “in”, and “forever” it seems likely that the reference to the Holy Spirit being removed is also implying the removal of the church prior to the appearance of the Antichrist.  

