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The Pre-Tribulational Rapture

Part 2

The Rapture in Scripture cont’d

The Rapture in 1 Corinthians 15: 51-52

Two observations can be made from this passage: 

1. The Rapture will occur instantaneously. 

“Moment” Only here in the New Testament. An undivided point of time. 

“Twinkling” Only here in the New Testament. Used in the classic Greek literature of the flapping of wings; the buzz of a gnat; the quivering of a harpstring; the twinkling of the stars. Generally of any rapid movement, as of the feet in running, or the quick darting of a fish.

2. “we shall all be changed” - The Rapture will involve all believers living at that time.  

The Rapture in 1 Thessalonians 5:1-10
The “day of the Lord” in verse 2 (a reference to the beginning of the Tribulation) is said to come as a “thief in the night”.  In verse 4, Paul says, that we are not of the “darkenss…[or]…night”.  We are said to be of the “children of the day” so that that which will occur in the night will not effect us.  Further clarification is given by verse 9 which state, “For God hath not appointed us to wrath”.  

The Rapture in 1 Thessalonians 1:10

Two observations can be made from this passage:

1. “to wait for His Son” - We are to be looking for the Rapture to occur.  

2. “which delivered us from the wrath to come” – We are to be looking for an event [the Rapture] which will deliver us from a coming wrath [the Day of the Lord].
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The Rapture in Philippians 3:20-21

Two observations can be made from this passage:

1. “from whence also we look for the Saviour” – We are commanded to look for the Rapture.   

2. “Who shall change” – We see here that at the time of the Rapture we shall receive a glorified body similar to what Christ had after the resurrection (see 1 John 3:2; Luke 24:34-43)

a) Christ’s body could be recognized (vrs. 34).

b) Christ’s body could be handled [He had bones, flesh] (vrs. 39).

c) Christ could eat (vrs. 43).

d) Christ’s body could appear instantly (vrs. 36).

