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Bible Prophesy Class 

The Pre-Tribulational Rapture

Introduction

The Jews of Jesus’ day expected the Messiah to establish his eternal Kingdom (Isaiah 9:6), and subdue all earthly authority (Zechariah 14:4,9).   Even after Christ’s resurrection the disciples did not fully understand the implications of Christ’s promise “I will build my church” (Matthew 16:18; see Acts 1:6).  

Acts 15:14-15 gives insight as to God’s plan for the Church which was previously unknown to God’s people(Ephesians 3:5,6).   The Rapture of Believers, bringing to end the Church Age, is the next event on God’s prophetic calendar.  

The Rapture in Scripture

The Rapture in John 14:1-3

The disciples were expecting Christ to set up an _____________ Kingdom.  

Christ in vrs. 2 was promising to prepare a new home for the disciples in ____________. 

The disciples knew that Christ, the Messiah, had come (John 1:40-41).  In John 14:3 He promises to come a __________ time.  

When Christ comes He will then take the disciples to the new _____________ He has prepared for them in _____________.  

QUESTION: Why is this not a reference to the Second Coming of Christ (Zechariah 14: 4,9; Micah 4:7; Jeremiah 3:17)?

The Rapture in 1 Thessalonians 4:16:17

The order of the Rapture from this passage:

1. The Lord descends. 

2. There will be the sound of a trumpet and a shout. 

3. The bodies of believer’s who had already died will be raised. 

4. Believers alive at that time will be raptured (caught up). 

5. The bodies of formally dead believers and believers alive at that time will meet the Lord and the spirits of formally dead believers in the air.  

