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Daniel’s Seventy-Weeks

Daniel 9:24-27

24 Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy.

25 Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times.

26 And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are determined.

27 And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.
· “Seventy weeks” – The Hebrew word for week is shabua, which means literally a “seven”.  Israel had a week of years as well as a week of days.  Here the context is denoting seventy weeks of years.  Each “week” in this passage represents 7 years (70 x 7 = 490 years).  

“thy people…thy holy city” = The “weeks” describe the time period dealing with Israel.  

According to the latter part of verse 1 these 490 years will bring to pass the provision of salvation, the restoration of Israel, and the beginning of the Kingdom of Christ on the earth.  

· “the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be” = 69 weeks (483 years). 

The edict to rebuild the temple came on March 14, 445 B.C. (Neh 2:1-8).    The temple was completed after 49 years (7 weeks).  

· 434 years (62 weeks) after the temple was completed the Messiah was “cut off” [crucified].  

In 70 A.D. the Romans destroyed the city of Jerusalem.  The Romans are referred to as “the people of the prince that shall come”.  This coming prince is a reference to the Antichrist.  He will be of Roman ethnicity.  

· “And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week” – The Antichrist will mark the beginning of this final week by signing a 7 year peace treaty with Israel.  

“in the midst of the week” – Three and ½ years into the Tribulation the Antichrist will break his covenant with Israel.  

