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Methods of Interpretation

Allegorical

Definition: 

Allegorical interpretation is an interpretive method used to uncover hidden or symbolic meaning in a Biblical text.   An illustration of this would be taking the promises given to Israel and applying them to the Christian, (i.e. Spiritual possession of the land).

Allegory is appropriate when the text clearly indicates symbolism is in view.  (i.e. Jesus’ parables)

Dangers of this Method (2 Peter 1:20):

1. It gives the interpreter unlimited freedom to make the Bible say anything he desires.  

2. It strips the Bible of it’s absolute authority.    

3. There is no way to test the validity of the interpretation. This method is often used by those who are desperate to justify their beliefs when a normal reading of the Bible would refute them.  

4. Allegorical communication is contrary to normal use of language.  Thus it limits God’s ability to communicate with man.

Literal (Normal or Historical-Grammatical)

Definition:

“The literal method of interpretation is that method that gives to each word the same exact basic meaning it would have in normal, ordinary, customary usage.” (Pentecost, Things To Come, pg 9)

This method acknowledges normal parts of speech such as similes, and metaphors.    

Benefits: 

1. This method maintains Scripture as the final authority.  

2. This method restrains the interpreter to interpret.    It prevents theology from being read into the Scriptures.  

3. This method enables anyone with an understanding of normal communication to interpret God’s word.  

